
SPECIAL NEEDS –Updated for the 2020-21 School Year.  
 
Rec & Ed strives to make the School Age Child Care (SACC) programs accessible to Young-5’s 
through 5th graders who are enrolled in participating schools. SACC complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and will provide and make reasonable accommodations to assist 
children with disabilities so that they may participate in the program.  

1. All students enrolled in SACC are expected to be able to participate independently 
and safely in a 1:18 staff to student ratio.  

As a licensed childcare program, SACC follows the State of Michigan required ratio for school 
age students. The SACC program is centered on student choice, with students expected to 
move safely between different types of activities in a multi-age setting. Students enrolled in 
SACC must be toilet trained and able to use the bathroom independently. 

2. For special needs accommodations, the new and returning student’s 
parent/guardian must do the following at least 4 weeks in advance of desired first 
day of care: 

● Fill out a “Special Needs Planning Form” (SNPF). This form is available in the 
Appendix of this Handbook or under “Forms” in the Parent Portal.  

● Meet with SACC administrative staff by phone or in person. An SACC 
administrator will contact the family to review the SNPF, discuss how the 
program is structured, determine the level of support needed, and how the 
student may be supported. Parent/guardian input is critical to successful 
planning. Parents may share relevant information from 504 or IEP plans. New 
families will be invited to meet with a SACC administrator to learn about the 
program, share information about your student and determine if the program is a 
good fit.  

● Note: Failure to fill out an SNPF form annually, meet with a SACC administrotor 
prior to care, or inform an administrator of your students changing needs 
throughout the school year may result in a delay, interruption, or suspension of 
child care services.  

● Note: The SNPF must be filled out annually at least four weeks prior to the 
requested start date.  

 
3.  Reasonable accommodations include:  
Basic behavior plans, basic medical assistance (that does not require a special credential), 
posted graphics, modified breaks, permission to bring special items from home, verbal cues, 
and assistance with fine motor skills. Please note that SACC does not provide diapering or 
toileting assistance. 
 
4.    SACC may be able to provide additional support to students with more complex 
special needs.  

● Note: District SISS services provided during the school day, including Teaching 
Assistant (TA) services, do not extend to the SACC program.  



● Although the SACC program does not provide 1:1 care, in some cases SACC 
can provide additional assistance to a small group of students at a site. 

● SACC hires Special Needs Assistants (SNA’s) for small groups of students by: 1) 
recruiting SISS staff who work during the school day to serve as SNA’s and  2) 
posting a SNA position with the AAPS Human Resources Department.  

● SACC’s goal is to secure an SNA within 4 weeks. The process of securing an 
appropriate SNA can be lengthy due to the time it takes to recruit, hire and train 
staff. Unfortunately, SACC cannot guarantee that an appropriate SNA will be in 
place within a particular time frame.  

● More information about SNA procedures is provided to parents/guardians when a 
SNA is assigned.  

 
 


